LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Readers:
I am proud to present you all with the 2012 edition of the General Assembly in Review. This issue has been several months in the making and is the product of the very hard work and dedication of the Editors and Staff of the Richmond Journal of Law and the Public Interest (JOLPI). In particular, I would like to thank Rachel Logan, who went above and beyond her regular Editor-in-Chief duties to make this edition come to fruition. I would also like to thank Amy Weiss and Mary Garber, the editors of last year's General Assembly issue for their hard work in selecting articles and their guidance in preparing me to take the reigns as the General Assembly editor.
The articles in this year's edition of the General Assembly in Review focus on topics of legislative debate during the 2012 sessions of the Virginia General Assembly. We hope that this edition will give you, our readers, insight into some of the important topics of the 2012 General Assembly and we hope that you will find this issue to be a valuable source in running a legal practice, evaluating the Virginia political system, and helping create a healthy dialogue in our beloved Commonwealth. Marra of the Virginia Poverty Law Center and H. Timothy Perry, a law student at the University of Richmond discuss the impact of new and proposed legislation on Virginia's poor. They break down "the good, the bad, and the ugly" of the legislations' impact on legal immigrant children and pregnant xi As in past issues, this edition of the General Assembly in Review concludes with a list of summaries of the major legislation considered and passed in the 2012 Virginia General Assembly. We thank the students who wrote these summaries for their work, and hope they will serve as a valuable resource to all those interested in Virginia lawmaking.
We sincerely hope that our articles, comments, summaries, and index will provide you with a valuable tool to help in your practice areas. We encourage you to use this issue as a starting point for discussion as well as a catalyst to encourage you to become involved in the political process in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
Sincerely,
Alison B. Linas
General Assembly Editor 2012-2013
